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Nailiah Izzati, (2021)        :  Kemampuan Percakapan Bahasa Inggris Siswa  
di Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan Pondok 
Pesantren Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru.   
Berdasarkan observasi peneliti, siswa – siswi kelas sepuluh di Sekolah 
Menengah Kejuruan Pondok Pesantren Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru mengalami 
beberapa fenomena dalam melakukan percakapan bahasa Inggris. Penelitian ini 
bertujuan untuk mempelajari kemampuan siswa di Kelas sepuluh Sekolah 
Menengah Kejuruan Pondok Pesantren Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. Penelitian ini 
berbentuk deskriptif desain. Populasi dan sample dari penelitian ini adalah siswa - 
siswi kelas sepuluh di Sekolah Menegah Kejuruan Pondok Pesantren Dar-el 
Hikmah Pekanbaru. Sample dalam penelitian ini adalah 20 siswa - siswi yang 
diambil menggunakan teknik Total Sampling. Dalam pengambilan data, peneliti 
memberikan test, kemudian peneliti mengolah data dengan menggunakan SPSS 
versi 16. Berdasarkan analysis data, ditemukan bahwa sebagian besar siswa-siswi 
memiliki kemampuan yang cukup dalam melakukan percakapan bahasa Inggris 
dengan persentase 80%. 




















Nailiah Izzati, (2021)      : The Ability of Students English Conversation at 
Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah 
Pekanbaru 
Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation, the students at Tenth 
Grade Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru got some of the 
phenomena in their English conversation. This research aimed at students’ ability 
in English conversation at Tenth Grade Vocational Boarding School Dar-el 
Hikmah Pekanbaru. This research was descriptive design. The population and 
sample of this research was the tenth grade students of Vocational Boarding 
School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. There were 20 samples which were selected by 
using total sampling technique. In collecting the data, the researcher distributed 
test, and the analyzed the data by using dscriptive statistic using SPSS version 16. 
After analyzing the data, it was found that most of students have Enough in 
English conversation with percentage 80%. 
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A. Background of The Problem 
Speaking is one of aspects that must be mastered in learning language 
because students’ success in learning language can be seen from how far they 
can speak and communicate fluently. Nunan(2003) states speaking is a 
productive oral skill and it consists of producing systematic verbal utterances to 
express meaning. In other words, it is the way in which we express or exchange 
thoughts and feelings using language. Speaking can also be used in formal and 
nonformal situation. Speaking also used to express an opinion, to describe 
something, to complain about something, to persuade someone, or to make 
polite request.Speaking can be describes as the ability of person to express his 
ideas. Related to speaking ability Tarigan (1981) states that speaking ability is 
a skill to communicate a speech articulation or to speak a talk for expressing 
an idea and a message. It is known that speaking is very difficult and complex 
skill learn especially for the foreign language students. Success in language 
learning is often measured in terms of the ability to carry out a conversation in the 
target language (Richards, 2008). So, it can be conclude that speaking ability is 
a skill which is communicating the speech sound for expressing and 
conveying a message. 
In teaching English, speaking is one of the most important skills that 
should be taught in school because speaking is definitely the main way people 
to communicate. Teaching speaking is the process of giving the English lesson 
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from the teacher to the students based on the material from the syllabus of the 
certain school, in order that students are able to absorb it and they will be able 
to communicate by using English orally. This skill is very important to be 
mastered by every single of student if he commints to master the 
communicative competence of English. By considering this statement, 
teachers have to pay attention to the speaking materials. Teacher should be 
able to provide and apply many techniques, models, strategies, and methods in 
English teaching and learning process. 
English has become a crucial device that takes important roles in 
communication nowadays. They assume that English language is a foreign 
language. So, they feel difficult to accept it. English is essentially needed to be 
mastered by everyone because English is the first foreign language that is 
known important in the expansion of culture, art, science, technology, and in 
the relationship among countries in the world. If people want to learn English 
very well, they should know the four skills. They are listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. 
The procedure of English Language Lesson at Vocational Boarding 
school Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru is use School Based Curriculum 2013 (K-
13). This curriculum is a basic educational component in teaching and 
learning process. The standard criteria of minimum achievement (CMA) for 
English subject is 75. As stated in the curriculum (2013,p.70), English is a 
means to communicate both in oral and written forms. To communicate means 
to understand and to convey information, thoughts, feelings, and to develop 
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science, technology, and culture. Communication in its entire understanding 
refers to the discourse competence. It is related to the ability to understand and 
to produce oral or written texts.  
Based on my interview with English teacher, one of the students’ 
problems was they could not speak English well. The problems of the students 
can be seen in the following phenomena: 
1. Some of the students were lack of vocabularies. 
2. Some of the students could not pronounce some words correctly. 
3. Some of the students could not speak English fluently. 
4. Some of the students are not able to speak English directly. 
Based on the explanation above, the tenth grade students in Vocational 
Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru have lack in English 
conversation. The researcher is interested in investigating the students’ ability 
in English conversation at tenth grade Vocational Boarding School Dar-el 
Hikmah Pekanbaru. Finally, the researcher is interested in conducting a 
research entitled “The Ability of Students’ English Conversation at 
Vocational Boarding School Dar-El Hikmah Pekanbaru”. 
B. The Problem of the Research 
1. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the phenomena depicted in the background, the problem 
of this research was identified as follow: 
a. Some of the students were lack of vocabularies. 
b. Some of the students could not pronounce some words correctly. 
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c. Some of the students could not speak English fluently. 
d. Some of students could not speak English in good grammar. 
e. Some of the students could not express their meaning to interact with 
their friends 
f. Some of the students are not able to share their ideas. 
2. Limitation of the Problem 
Based on the identification of the problem depicted above, it was 
sincerely better for the researcher to restrict the problem in order to pay 
more attention to specific problem. This research is merely focused on 
the students ability in English conversation at tenth grade of Vocational 
Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
3. Formulation of the Problem 
Based on the explanation above, the problems are formulated in 
the following research questions: 
a. How is the tenth grade students’ ability in English Conversation at 
Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru? 
C. The Objective and Significant of the Research 
1. Objective of the Research 
a. To know the students’ ability in English conversation at the tenth 
grade Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
2. Significance of the Research 
a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the researcher as a novice 
researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research. 
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b. To give students more knowledge about English conversation. 
c. To increase the tenth grade students’ ability in English conversation 
at Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
D. Reasons for Choosing the Title 
The reason why the researcer is interested in carrying out a research 
on the topic above are based on several considerations: 
1. The title of this research was relevant to the writer’s status as a student of 
English education department. 
2. The problems of the research have not been yet investigated by other 
researchers. 
3. The title of this research was not yet investigated by other previous 
researcher. 
4. The location of this research facilities the researcher in conducting the 
research.  
E. Definition of the Terms  
In order to explain and avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation 
about the title and the contents of the research, it is better to define the terms 
that are used in this research as follows: 
1. Descriptive Study 
Descriptive research is a survey research. This research are involves 
collecting data in order to test hypotheses or answer questions about the 
opinion of people about some topic or issue. 
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2. English Conversation 
English conversation is an activity in which two or more participants use 
linguistic forms and nonverbal signals to communicate interactively. In 





  CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. The Theoretical Framework 
1. Definition of English Conversation 
Conversation is an activity in which two or more participants use 
linguistic forms and nonverbal signals to communicate interactively. 
Dialogues are conversations between two participants (although the terms 
dialogue and conversation are often used interchangeably). Face to face 
conversation is universal engaged in by all human cultures, and providing 
an interactive context in which children learn their native languages 
Brennan (2005, p. 95). Conversation may also be mediated, such as when 
electronic technology is used for speech or text. This entry takes an 
interdisciplinary approach to defining conversation and its key 
characteristics. 
Conversation is a type of speech event. That is distincht from 
discussions, interviews and courtroom trials. Conversation is cooperatively 
constructed which is base on contribution, assumption, expectation, and 
interpretation of the participants’ utterances Richard (1992, p.414).  
People are not born with the competency of understanding everything 
that happens in the world immediately. They use a process to understand 
how to survive their life. For example, when non English speakers involve 
in an English conversation for the first time, they might not be able to 
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contribute significantly in the conversation. This might be a matter of 
employing strategies in speaking English, as what mentioned by Muho and 
Kurani( 2011, p.162). 
The teacher needs some methods to increase the students speaking. One 
of them is by using English conversation. The reason is transactional 
language (English Conversation) will help the students practice in speech, 
pronounciation, intonation and stress like the native speaker. 
Conversation is one of the way to be successful in speaking English. 
According to Richards (1992,p.425), the most common means of 
Conversation is a cybernetic and dialectic framework that offers a 
scientific theory to explain how interactions lead to “construction of 
knowledge”, or “knowing”: wishing to preserve both the dynamic/kinetic 
quality, and the necessity for there to be a “knower”.  
An English conversation is a place for language learners to use English 
in a casual setting. Practicing language skills in the classroom is important, 
but it is not like real life. In the classroom, we often focus on one skill and 
one item. After learning the rules our teacher gives us time to practice 
using the item. We have our papers in front of us and the rules are fresh in 
our mind.  
In practice English conversation, we get a chance to practice many 
different skills in a setting that is more like real life. Though our English 
teacher understands our English. While doing English conversation friends 
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will require us to speak more clearly and listen more carefully (Burns 
,1997,p.114). 
According to Goffman (1981,p.124), conversation as a unit has 
typically been defined in terms of physical criteria that are intended to 
capture who the ratified participants are (i.e. those who are officially part 
of the conversation). Conversations are a basic unit of analysis in studies 
of human interaction. We show that within such conversational units there 
are distinct dialogue contexts which are more fine-grained than this. We 
present experimental evidence that demonstrates how these dialogue 
contexts are distinguished not in terms of topic but in terms of the 
participants who are actively contributing.  
English conversation is one of the activities that can be use to improve 
students ability in English. Through English conversation activities, the 
students learn how to express idea, opinions, or feeling to others by using 
words or sounds or articulations (Freeman 1986,p.99). 
A conversation is not simply a sequence of messages expressed as 
speaking turns, produced by speakers, and received and decoded by 
addressees. Conversations are structured into adjacency pairs, with first 
and second parts produced by different speakers. The majority of English 
conversation, however are desidned for people who want to improve their 
English skill in all areas. In practice English conversation, you can suggest 
the topic ideas, or ask members to come up with their own idea. 
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Based on the experts’ explanation above, the researcher concludes that 
English conversation is an activity in which two or more participants use 
linguistic forms and nonverbal signals to communicate interactively. 
English conversation is one of the activities that can be use to improve 
students ability in English. Through English conversation activities, the 
students learn how to express idea, opinions, or feeling to others by using 
words or sounds or articulations. 
2. The Factors of English Conversation 
Conversation is an activity that can help people in improving their 
speaking ability. EFL learners should have the knowledge of words and 
sentences. They should comprehend how words are divided into different 
sounds and how sentences are stressed in specific ways. Grammatical 
competence can help speakers apply and perceive the structure of English 
language correctly that leads to their fluency (Latha, 2012, p. 37).  
According to Mahripah (2014, p.38), EFL learners’ speaking skill is 
affected by some linguistic components of language like phonology, 
syntax, vocabulary, and semantics and psychological factors such as 
motivation and personality. Phonology is a difficult aspect of language 
learning for EFL learners. As we know, English is not a phonetic 
language. That is, pronunciation of English words not similar to their 
spellings. Words with similar spellings are sometimes pronounced 
differently because of their surrounding contexts like tenses and 
phonemes that come after them. This can cause a lot of problems for non-
11 
 
native speakers of English and they sometimes get confused in producing 
the English words. 
 Furthermore, Tuan & Mai (2015,p.8-23) states that there are five 
factors that can influence English conversation; performance condition, 
student’s affective, student’s listening, student’s prior knowledge, and 
feedback from the teacher.  
a. Performance Condition 
Students carry out a speaking activity under different conditions. 
Performance conditions impact students speaking performance and 
these conditions involve time pressure, planning and quality of 
performance. 
b. Student’s Affective 
One of the important factors in learning a language is the affective 
side of students. A lot of affective variables have been connected to 
second language acquisition and motivation, self-confidence, and 
anxiety were the three main types that have been investigated by many 
researchers.   
c. Student’s Listening 
The student cannot improve their speaking ability unless they 
develop listening ability. Student should comprehend what is uttered 
to them in order to have a successful dialogue. 
 
d. Student’s Prior Knowledge 
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Prior knowledge is the knowledge structures in long-term memory. 
That is topical knowledge is the speakers’ knowledge of related to the 
topical information. 
e. Feedback From The Teacher 
A lot of students expect their teachers to give them the necessary 
feedback on their speaking performance. It has been suggested that 
teacher should always correct their student’s mistakes positively and 


















3. The Role of Assessment  
The purpose of assesing the students’ English conversation is to 
find out the students’ ability in English conversation. Heaton (1990, 
p.140) presented the sample of an oral English rating scale the used 1-5 
points. 
Table II.1 
English Rating Scale 
 
5 
Pronunciation slighty influenced by L1 – a few grammatical errors but 
most sentences correct – sometimes searches for words – not too many 
long pauses – general meaning fairly clear but a few interruptions 




Pronunciation influenced a little by L1 – a few grammatical errors but only 
1 or 2 causing serious confusion – searches for words – a few unnutural 
pauses – convey general meaning fairly clearly - a few interruptions 





Pronunciation influenced by L1 – pronunciation and grammatical errors– 
several errors causes serious confusion – luger pauses to search for word 
meaning –fairly limited expression -  must can be understood although 
some effort needed for parts - some interruptions necessary – has mastered 




Several serious pronunciation errors – basic grammar errors unnutural long 
pauses very limited expression – needs some effort to understand much of 
it - interruptions often necessary and sometimes has difficulty in 





A lot of serious Pronunciation errors – many basic grammar errors – full 
ofunnuturally long pauses – very halting delivery – extremely limited 
expression – almost impossible to understand - interruptions constantly 
necessary but cannot explain or make meaning clearer – very view of oral 
skills on course mastered 
 
Each element characterictic is then defines into five chart behavioral 
statements as stated in the frames above. The researcher will objectively 
see the characteristics of each student’s speaking ability whether they 
achieve 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. In order to case the computation the researcher 




Score of heaton 
Score Scale 
5 80– 100 
4 66 – 79 
3 56 – 65 
2 40 – 55 
1 30 – 39 
 
According to Hughes (2003, p.131) there are some oral responding 
scoring categories for assess speaking as follows: 
1) Pronunciation  
a) Error in pronunciations are frequent but can be understood by 
a native speaker used to dealing with foreigner attempting to 
speak his language. 
b) Accent is intelligible though often quite faulty. 
c) An error never interferes with understanding and rarely 
disturbs the native speaker. Accent may be obviously foreign. 
d) Error in pronunciations are quite rare. 
e) Equivalent to and fully accepted by educated native speakers. 
2) Grammar 
a) Error in grammar are frequent, but speaker can be understood 
by a native speaker used to dealing with foreigners 
attempting to speak his language. 
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b) Can usually handle elementary contruction quite accurate quit 
accurately but does not have thought and confident control of 
grammar. 
c) Control of grammar is good. Able to speak the language with 
sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most 
formal and informal on practical, social, and pfrofessional 
topic. 
d) Able to use the language accurately to all levels normally 
pertinent to professional need. Error in grammar are quite are. 
e) Equivalent to that of an educated native speaker. 
3) Vocabulary 
a) Speaking vocabulary inadequate to express anything but the 
most element school. 
b) Has speaking vocabulary sufficient to express him simply with 
some circumlocution. 
c) Able to speak the languge with sufficient vocabulary to 
participate effectively in most formal and informal 
conversation on practical, social and professional topics.. 
vocabularyu is broad enough that rarely has to grope for a 
word. 
d) Can understand and participate in any conversation within the 




e) Speech on all level if fully accepted by educated native 
speakers in all it is features including breadth of vocabulary 
and idiom, colloquialism, and pertinent cultural references. 
4) Fluency 
a) No specific fluency description. Refers to other 4 language 
areas for implied level of fluency. 
b) Can handle with confident but not with facility most social 
situation, including introductions and casual conversation about 
current events, as well as wok, family and autobiographical 
information. 
c) Can discuss particular interest of competence with reasonable 
ease. Rarely has to grope for word. 
d) Able to use the language fluently on all levels normally 
partinent to professional needs. Can participate in any 
conversation within the range of this experience with a high 
degree of fluently. 
e) Has completed fluently in the language such that his speech is 
fully accepted by educated native speakers. 
5) Comprehension 
a) Within the scope of very limited language experience, can 
understand simple question and statement. If delivered with 
slowed speech repetition or paraphrase. 
b) Can get the gist of most conversation of non-technical subjects. 
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c) Comprehension is quite complete at a normal rate of speech. 
d) Can understand any conversation within the range of his 
experience. 
e) Equivalents to that of an educated native speaker. 
Then, each aspect is rated into some score in order to know 
students’ ability in English conversation. The indicators of English 
conversation as follows:.  
Table 11.3 
Indicators of English Conversation 
Variable Indicators 
English conversation 
1. Pronunciation  
2. Grammar  
3. Fluency 
4. Vocabulary 










B. Relevant Research 
The relevant research is a research conducted by Hayas Sanibo (2016) 
entitled “Improving English conversation skills through online conversation 
lessons and classroom interactions with English speakers”. This research was 
categorized into comparison research design. This research was focused on 
improve the English conversation skils through online conversation lesson 
and classroom interaction. The researcher used purposive sampling method 
while the population were 8 classess at the secondary level. The sample was 
50 students which divided in two categorized, one of them for online 
conversation lessons and the rest for classroom interactions. To collecting the 
data the researcher used conversation test, while to analized the data the 
researcher used the regression and anova test, the null hypothesis were 
rejected and the correlation of the variables was proved. This study suggest 
that online conversation lessons and classroom interactions with English 
speakers both are flexible and practical ways to enhance learners’ 
conversational skills. 
The Second research was by Dian Anita Sari (2013) University of Muria 
Kudus on the title “The Implementation Of English Conversation Club Of The 
Eleventh Grade Students At MA NU Banat Kudus”. This research was 
categorized into descriptive qualitative research design. The objectives of this 
research were: 1) To describe the students and teachers’ classroom English 
used in the English Conversation Club at MA NU BANAT KUDUS in 
academic year 2013/2014. 2) To describe the students’ opinion when working 
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in a group in English Conversation Club at MA NU BANAT KUDUS in 
academic year 2013/2014. The researcher used sistematic sampling in this 
research. Subjects of this research were 20 students. The data for the research 
are collected through observation, and questionnaire. The results of the 
research showed that the teacher used more classroom English in each 
meeting rather than the students. For the first data, it is found that the used of 
classroom English in beginning the lesson have shown the majority of 
classroom English (55 %) are used by the teacher and the students just ( 27,77 
%). Then in running the lesson it have shown the majority of classroom 
English (53,33 %) are used by the teacher and the students just (13,33%). In 
ending the lesson, it is found that the use of classroom English have shown 
the majority of classroom English (27,77 %)  are used by the teacher and the 
students just (11,11 %). The second data is about students’ opinion toward 
working in a group in the implementation of English Conversation Club. 
Overall, when working in a group most of students feel happy although there 
are some obstacles that they feel in a group. The data showed that working in 
a group or group work has positive impacts towards the students’ learning. 
Third research by Muhammad Fajri (2014) on the title “ The Effect of 
English Conversation Club Activities Toward Students’ Speaking Ability at 
The Second Year of Islamic Boarding School Al-Kautsar Pekanbaru”. This 
research was categorized into experimental research design. The objective of 
this research were to examine English conversation club activities toward 
students’ speaking ability. The researcher used percentage technique 
20 
 
sampling method while the population were 3 classess at the tenth grade 
level. The sample was 30 students. To collecting the data the researcher used 
test, while to analized the data the researcher used t-test. The researcher stated 
that the result of students’ speaking ability score before participating in 
English conversation club activities can be categorize fail and the students’ 
speaking ability score after participating in English conversation club 
activities can be categorized enough. There is significant effect of English 
conversation club activities toward the students’ speaking ability at the 
second year of Islamic Boarding School Al-Kautsar Pekanbaru. It mean that 
English conversation club activities can improve the students’ speaking 
ability at the second year of Islamic Boarding School Al-Kautsar Pekanbaru. 
C. Operational Concept 
The operational concept is used to avoid misunderstanding and 
misinterpreting scientific study. Operational concept is a concept consist of 
some indicators that guides the researcher to measure some related aspect of 
variable of the research. The operational concept should be interpreted into 
particular words in order to make it easier to measure.   
The indicators of English conversation based on Hughes (2003, p.131) 
are: 
1. The ability of the students to produce the difference among English 




2. The ability of the students to produce form of words in English 
conversation (Grammar). 
3. The ability of the students to use tenses in English conversation 
(Vocabulary). 
4. The ability of the students to express ideas in English conversation 
(Fluency). 







A. Research Design 
This research was a descriptive quantitative research. The purpose of 
this research was to gain information about phenomena to describe existing 
conditions in the field. Gay (2000, p.208) stated that descriptive quantitative 
research involves collecting numerical data to test hypotheses or answer 
questions concerning current status conducted either through self-reports 
collected through a test.  
Then Gay and Airasian (2000, p.11) state that quantitative approaches 
are used to describe current conditions, investigate relationships, and study 
cause-effect phenomena. Quantitative descriptive or survey research involves 
collecting data to answer questions about the current status of the subject or 
topic of study and obtain information about preferences, attitudes, practices, 
concerns, or interests of some group of people. Moreover, in many cases, the 
goal of descriptive research is to describe particular phenomena to learn more 
about them. In this case, the researcher wants to know the ability of the tenth-








B. Time and Location of the Research 
This research was conducted from April until May 2019. This 
research was conducted at State Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah 
Pekanbaru It is located on Manyar Sakti street Pekanbaru. 
C. Subject and Object of the Research 
The subject of this research was the tenth-grade students of 
Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru in the academic year 
of 2018/2019. This research was intended to investigate the Students’ Ability 
in English Conversation.     
D. Population and Sample of the Research 
1. Population  
The population is the subject to take a sample. Syafi’i (2015, p.127) 
has pointed out that the population of the research refers to the total 
number of subjects from the data sources. A population is a group of 
individuals who have the same characteristic. The target population of 
this research was the tenth-grade students of Vocational Boarding School 
Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. There were two classes at the tenth grade of 
Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
Table III. 1 
Population and sample of the Research 
No Class of population Total (Students) 
1 X Teknik Informatika  10 
2 X Perbankan Syariah 10 
Total population 20 
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2. Sample of the Research 
In this research, the researcher used the total population sampling 
techniques to get the data. According to Sugiono (2014, p.85) total 
population sampling is a sampling technique where all the population is 
used as a sample. This is often used when the population is relatively 
small, less than 30 people or the researcher wants to make generalizations 
with very small errors. So, the researcher took a sample by using total 
population sampling. The number of cases being investigated is relatively 
small. Because the population was only 20, the researcher took all of the 
students as a sample.  
E. The Technique of Collecting Data 
In this research, the researcher used a test to collect the data of a 
student’s English conversation. According to Creswell (2012, p.14) said, An 
instrument is a tool for measuring, observing, or documenting quantitative 
data. 
1. Test 
According to Douglas Brown (2003), the test is a method of 
measuring a person’s ability or knowledge in a given area. The 
researcher gave some topics to the students and they ordered a 
conversation and after that, they practiced it. The researcher recorded the 
students’ conversations to get the data of English conversation scores. 
In assessing Speaking, some components have to be scored. Brown 
(2003) stated that there are five components in Speaking. The 
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components are pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension. 
F. Validity and Reliability 
Gay (2012, p.160) mentioned that there are kinds of validity. They are 
content validity, criterion-related validity, construct validity. In this research, 
the researcher used content validity to know the validity of the test. 
According to Gay (2012, p.161), content validity is the degree to which a test 
measures an intended content area. It requires both item validity and sampling 
validity. Item validity is concerned with whether the test items are relevant to 
the intended content area, and sampling validity is concerned with how well 
the test sample represents the total content area. It means the test had fulfilled 
the validity of the content.  
Then, to determine the students’ ability, the following category is use 
Heaton (1990, p. Hal)  
Table III. 2 
Range of Scores 
No Scores Categories 
1. 80– 100 Very Good 
2. 66 – 79 Good 
3. 56 – 65 Enough 
4. 40 – 55 Less 
5. 30 – 39 Fail 
 
Based on the table above, it is clear that if the score level 80-100 is 
categorized as very good. If the score level is 66-79, it is categorized as good. 
If the score level is 56-65, it is categorized as enough. If the score level is 40-
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55, it is categorized as less. Last, if the score level is 30-39, it is categorized 
as Fail. 
G. The Technique of Data Analysis 
The data were analyzed by using a descriptive method. This technique 
is called descriptive quantitative. The researcher found out the frequency of 
students’ ability in English Conversation. 
To know the percentage of students’ ability in English Conversation, 




        
Where:  
P : percentage 
F : Number of frequency 















CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion 
This research was done to analyze students’ ability in English 
conversation at the tenth grade of Vocational Boarding School Dar-el Hikmah 
Pekanbaru. Referring to the data presentation explained in chapter IV, the 
mean score of students’ ability in English Conversation was 61 which was 
categorized into enough level.  
B. Suggestion 
The researcher would like to give some suggestions to the people who 
got benefit from this research. The researcher suggests to: 
1. Suggestion for the teacher 
The teacher should prepare appropriate teaching methods or 
techniques to increase the students’ ability in English conversation. After 
looking at the result of the research, the student's ability in English 
conversation was enough. But the teacher has to explain in detail what 
element or aspect should be covered in structure, especially on the 
elements in English conversation. Then the teacher has to motivate the 






2. Suggestion for the students 
Although the students’ ability in English conversation was 
enough, they have to review their pronunciation at home, the students 
have to follow the material during the teaching and learning English 
process, especially in structure, the students have to practice their 
grammar every day, then the students have to ask their teacher if they 
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